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Purification of inositol from plant materials 
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Insoluble fraction 



Slurry of plant material 

(phytate plus soluble and 
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IP1- plus soluble and 
insoluble components) 



[filtration or centrtfugation] 
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Total soluble fraction 
- (IPS", IP4\ IP3-. IP2\ 1P1* 
plus soluble components) 



Ion exchange or 
Ion retardation] 



Neutral fraction -4- 
(Enrtched In neutral 
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(Neutral Inositol) 



[Ion exchange or Ion 
retardation] 
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Anion fraction 2 
(Neutral Inositol plus " 
tonic components) 



[enzyme or chemical 
hydrolysis] 



E 

Ionic fraction 1 
-(enclrched tn IPS-, IP4-. IP3-, IP2". 
IPI-ptus tonic components) 
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Ionic fraction 2 
(Ionic components) 

(57) Abstracfc^Phytate and/or phytin and/or phytic acid in an aqueous slurry of plant mateiral is partially hydrolyzed by incubating 
the^urrjTwith an enzyme product enriched in phytase. The soluble fraction of the slurry is separated into anionic and neutral 
fractions. The anionic fraction is then hydrolyzed further, and the hydrolyzate is separated into second ionic and neutral fractions. 
The second neutral fraction thus obtained is rich in inositol, and does not contain significant quantities of other sugars which would 
be hard to separate from it 
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